


Karakal,  our all time favourite grips, 
have recently introduced a new range of 
X Tack for the UK market, in five really 
dramatic colours, ( not shown is Yellow)
plus black.  
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Shown opposite is another great first 
for Designer Golf. We are now able to 
offer you the fabulous Bridgestone J36 
forged irons, as an alternative head 
choice. Available in Blade, Cavity Back, 
Pocket Cavity or as a combination of 
all three in the Combo set, which at  
last gives us a  well known OEM brand 
that we can supply as a true custom 
build and not just custom fitted. 
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Stop  Press……………... 

distance. But if you have a slower swing 
speed (i.e. the water pressure has been 
reduced) you need a higher loft to obtain 
distance.  

What you CANNOT do is match a slow 
swing speed with a low lofted driver, 
which is the equivalent of reducing the 
water pressure and lowering the angle of 
the hose, then wondering why the water 
isn’t going as far. 

If you still doubt me look at the figures 
in the following table ,where the listing 
for a 90mph swing speed, with a +2.5 
degree upward angle of attack  in the 
swing, which is about average for most 
men with a driver. The distance 
achieved by your “water hose” increases 
as the launch angle (loft) goes UP not 
down. This holds true until around 13 
degrees of loft, when the distance 
achieved starts to go down. However if 
the angle of attack is level or downward, 
you will need even more loft to obtain 
optimum carry distance. 

The lower the loft of my driver, 
the further I will hit the ball. 

Yes, this statement is true….if your 
name happens to be John Daly. For the 
rest of us mere mortals, to get more 
distance off the tee you will probably 
need a HIGHER loft. 

I’m sure at one time or another you’ve 
used a garden hose. Imagine you have 
the water turned on fully and you are 
trying to get as much distance as  
possible with the water. Now suppose 
that someone reduces the water  
pressure by a third, you can feel the 
loss of pressure and the subsequent 
loss of distance. So what do you  
automatically do to recover the lost 
distance. Exactly you raise the angle of 
the hose. 

Its exactly the same with a driver, if 
you have a very fast swing speed (i.e. 
the water pressure is full on) you need 
a lower loft to obtain maximum  
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Swing 
Speed 
MPH 

60 

 

70 

 

80 

 

90 

 

100 

 

 110 

Driver 
Loft 

Degree 

11       
15       
19 

11       
15       
19 

9         
11       
13 

9         
11       
13 

8          
9        
10 

7          
8            
9 

Launch 
Angle 

Degrees 

12.1      
15.2     
18.1 

12.1      
15.2     
18.1 

10.5     
12.1     
13.7 

10.5      
12.1      
13.7 

9.6       
10.5      
12.1 

8.8       
9.6       
10.5 

Carry  
Distance 

Yards 

106       
117       
122 

145       
154      
156 

174       
181        
185 

206       
211        
213 

231       
234       
236 

254       
256       
257 

So how fast can you reasonably  expect to swing your driver ……………..WITH CONTROL 

The only way to be absolutely sure is to 
be measured by a professional club-
maker, but this is where you probably 
are: 

Average female golfer         65mph             
Average male golfer        85 mph           
Average female Tour Player   97 mph 
Average male Tour Player       110 mph   
Average Long Drive competitor is  
between 135 and 155 mph. 

So do you still want a 9 or 10 degree 
driver ? To get the maximum distance 
using a 10 degree driver, you will need a 
swing speed (with control) of around 
100 mph and with a 9 degree diver you 
would need to generate a swing speed 
of around 110mph. The rest of us in the 
80/90 mph speed ranges will get the 
most from an 11, 12 or 13 degree driver 
and for most women and slow swinging 
males a 14 degree or higher loft will be 

 necessary to maximise your  distance.                         

However all is not lost because the loft 
on your favourite Callaway, Taylor-
Made or Ping driver, may not be what it 
says on the sole plate. Most drivers are 
in fact one or two degrees more than 
indicated and are what would kindly be 
described as “Vanity Lofts”. Why not 
get yours measured, you never know it 
may be OK. 



All of the five shafts mentioned are 
true constant weight shafts, by that we 
mean that a shaft measuring 39” uncut 
will weigh exactly the same as a shaft 
measuring 36”, giving much superior 
feel and is favoured by tour  
professionls everywhere. Although 
only normally available as a tapered 
tip shaft, Nippon have made this also 
available in parallel tip. Another first. 

Add to this a superb range of Japanese 
produced graphite shafts in weights 
from 50 grams through to 80 grams, 
which have been engineered to  
position more weight towards the grip 
end of the shaft, making full swings 
much easier and giving unmatched 
control and accuracy. 

For over 40 years Nippon Shaft have 
been producing steel shafts of the very 
highest quality, with the objective of 
making the golfer think, “that’s the 
shaft for me” and in the process have 
established themselves as the  
undisputed leaders in lightweight steel 
shafts. 

With over 12 million shafts sold world-
wide, the NSPro 950 is the flagship of 
the range weighing in at 95 grams and 
the choice of pros and amateurs alike. 

The 950 is complemented by four other 
shafts, the 1150 (115 grams), 1050 (105 
grams), the 850 (85 grams) and the 750 
at 75 grams being the lightest steel 
shaft in the world. 

These superb shafts are available for 
both woods and irons. 

We have used the Nippon shafts  
exclusively for the past 8 years, when 
the steel shafts were first introduced 
into the UK and find, that with the  
recent introduction of graphite, we can 
now fit the greater majority of players. 
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Improvements to the Fitting Studio 

Like all things that are planned in 
advance and with all points covered 
several times, there are still many 
improvements that can and have to be 
made. Our move to Desborough has 
been no exception. 

The  fitting centre , which we thought 
was the best available in the Midlands 
and which has proved to be a great 
success, has been revamped already 
with the addition of more state of the 
art hardware and software. To  
compliment the Zelocity Launch 
Monitor we have added the  
innovative I-Club swing analysis  
system, which provides a visual swing 
pattern, both of the backswing and the 
downswing, together with the transi-
tion between the two phases. Viewed 
from the front, the back and the top it 
shows clearly any swing faults, no 

matter how small and we can then work 
with the player to correct the fault. We 
will combine this with a digital  
camcorder and motion software, which 
will provide a freeze frame capability. 

When you combine all this with the 
amazing  Advanced Golf Solutions 
Ball Fitting Software, which works in 
conjunction with the information that 
we receive from the Zelocity Launch 
Monitor,  it completes yet another part 
of the golf jigsaw. (see page 4) 

During the coming months we will  
additionally enhance the already  
comprehensive facilities with some 
“state of the art” putter fitting equip-
ment, an area which we believe is of 
equal importance to correct club fitting. 

We have yet to decide on which system 

best suits our criteria, but it will hope-
fully be up and running by the Spring. 

Another system that we are currently 
investigating on the club building front 
is MOI (Moment of Inertia) matching, 
to replace the now very ancient system 
of swingweight matching. 

MOI matching enables us to produce  
set of clubs that are truly identical in 
swing feel, which in simple terms it is 
what sets MOI matching apart from 
just matching to the same swingweight. 

 



Another First for Designer Golf 

Successful golf is all about repetition, 
but when you ask the majority of players 
who come in for clubfitting, what ball 
they use, you get some very interesting 
answers, “usually what I find” being the 
norm, or “a cheap one in the winter and 
a better one in the summer”. How 
wrong can you be . 

Well Advanced Golf Solutions have 
produced some software that takes all of 
the guesswork out of ball selection. 

Over a six year period they hit every 
available golf ball, using both air  
cannon and a specially developed 
robot, simulating every possible 
launch angle and ball spin  
combination. Then applying this  
information to that gathered from a 

launch monitor fitting, it calculates 
which ball is most suitable for each  
individual player. 

Designer Golf are pleased to be the first 
in the UK to make this fitting service  
available to its clients, either as a part of 
a fitting for new clubs, or as a stand 
alone facility. 

NB: If we carry out a stand alone fitting it 
would be chargeable, as we do not sell a 
full range of golf balls. 

Are you playing with the correct ball ? 

If you are curious as to whether custom 
fitted clubs will improve the way you 
play, there are many avenues open to 
you within the golf industry, all of 
which claim that you will be custom 
fitted for your new clubs. But  
unfortunately 98% of golfers are bliss-
fully unaware of what constitutes a real 
custom fitting. Listed opposite are 
those that are not custom fitting. 

When is Custom Fitting NOT Custom Fitting 
Real custom fitting IS the domain of the 
trained professional clubmaker, who 
works with you on a one to one basis, 
with an initial fitting taking anything up 
to two hours and who then produces your 
clubs from component parts, bringing 
together the right heads, shafts and grips 
to suit your individuals needs and who 
then provides you with a high level of 
after sales service. 

During 2009  we will be introducing a number of new products, all of 
which will reflect our determination to offer you only products of the 
very highest quality, designed specifically to improve your game. 

The first of our new products will come from Infiniti Golf, based in Illinois USA 
and will consist of four new ranges of irons, suitable for all levels of player, which 
are complimented with hybrids, fairway woods and two really first class drivers. 

The picture opposite shows the new MOI driver head. Featuring the new 
“tomahawk” shape with a draw bias, helping to get the head in square at point of 
impact and moving the Centre of Gravity further back in the head to increase the 
Moment of Intertia. 

The crown also features innovative stability bars to reduce the amount of back 
spin created, producing a better ball flight, which in turn translates into   
increased carry and roll.  The head comes in a beautiful dark plum colour and is 
available in 9, 10.5 and 12.5 lofts, RH only. 

We are naturally very excited about our association with Infiniti Golf and we will 
have test drivers and a full range of irons available for you to try in our Fitting 
Studio 

More New Products for 2009………. 
 

This newsletter is brought to you by  
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Not answering a few questions on a 
website “to be fit for your new driver” 

Not an OEM Fitting Trolley full of an 
array of clubs in the pro shop. 

Not going to a Demo Day and hitting 
clubs till you find one you like. 

Not spending 20 minutes with the 
“pro” at the discount shop. 




