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Hidden away in North  

Yorkshire is what we believe 

to be the only UK  

manufactured golf trolley 

and using totally UK 

sourced component parts, 

coming from Leicestershire, 

Shropshire, West Midlands, 

Staffordshire, Lancashire, 

S o u t h  W a l e s  a n d  

Buckinghamshire.  

 Founded in 1991 by Peter 

Hawkes as a new start-up 

business after leaving  

Midlands based baby buggy 

manufacturer, Maclaren, 

where he was the Technical 

Director.  

The first product designed 

was a pull trolley, which was 

soon followed by what is the 

now legendary three wheel 

push ônô pull golf trolley and 

then in 1994, the first  

e lectr ic  t ro l ley f rom  

Greenhill.  

Under new ownership in 

2002, saw the introduction 

of the GreenMaster 600S, 

which incorporated a unique 

independent suspension 

system, so unique in fact 

that a Patent was registered 

and granted. 

Another first was the  

incorporation of the fold 

under front wheel, for even 

more compactness. As a 

result a range of electric golf 

trollies, based on these 

sound design concepts were 

developed. 

Early in 2006 saw the  

introduction of a new ergo 

d e s i g n  

h a n d l e ,  

suitable for 

both right and 

left handed  

golfers and 

which proved 

to be very 

p o p u l a r ,  

especially with 

lady  golfers. 

These trolleys 

are extremely lightweight, 

well balanced, simple to 

operate and compact for 

storing.  

  

Australian Tour Pro David 
Good recently visi ted  
Designer Golf for a club and 
ball fitting. David an ever 
present on the European  
Seniors Tour for the past nine 
years, was losing distance 
with both driver and irons 
and additionally  height on 
his irons. 

The result was an Infiniti 
MOI 10.5 driver, fitted with a 
Nippon WT6000 S flex shaft. 

David was so delighted with 
the driver, where he gained 
an extra 30 yards through 
the air, that he requested a 
second, identical one, in case 
the first was lost or damaged, 
due to travel commitments.  

His existing Titleist irons 
were fitted with Nippon 
NSPro 950 R iron shafts and 
Karakal midsize grips, giving 
him an extra club in length 
a n d  m u c h  h i g h e r  

trajectory.  

The ball 
fitting also 
threw up 
s o m e  
interesting 
o p t i o n s , 
w h i c h 
m e a n t 

David switching to a Nike 
Tour One D, which gave 
him another 5 yards  
overall. 

Now Available at    

Designer Golf  

David  Good ar r ives  for  a  Club and Bal l  f i t t i ng  

 

Even ñThe Company Dogò agrees... 

 

 

Prices are also competitive, 

starting from just £319.00.  

Totally UK Manufactured Electric  Golf Trolleys  

Model shown is GHT-GT 

and its ALL British.  



Andy Griffiths from Welwyn Garden City, first 

arrived at Designer Golf in Sepember 2002, 

aged 12 and with a handicap of 25. He has 

religiously been checked two or three times 

every year since and has worked extremely 

hard at his game. He has been fully sponsored 

by us since he achieved a handicap of 5. 

Currently doing a Degree in Golf Management 

and Fitness at Birmingham University and 

playing off a handicap of 0.5 Andy still strives 

to improve his game. 

His parents (neither of which are golfers) 

were very supportive from the outset and 

made sure that the advice given was put into 

practice. 

Whatôs in the bag:  a La Jolla 400cc D1 Driver, 

fitted with a Nippon WT8000S shaft, a La 

Jolla Tungsteel 3 Wood and a set of Wishon 

550C Irons, all of which are fitted with  

Nippon 1150S shafts  the latest Karakal Grips. 

During the past year Andy has added to his 

golfing CV, with the following worthy of 

note: 

Member of University 1st Team which 

made it to the National University Finals, 

with Andy scoring 9 points out of a  

possible 11. 

Top 15 finish at Crans sur Sierre in the 

Oliver Barras Memorial.  

Top 5 finish in the European Junior  

Masters at Valderrama.  

Best score of 69 over the Evian Masters 

Course in France. 

Hertfordshire Boys player.  

  Made the cut in the Swiss International              

Championships. 

Watch this space thereôs more to come. 
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Our Most Successful Juniors... 

Leading Welsh Company DMC have 
brought to the market the Worldôs first 
golf GPS system designed to be used 
directly through your mobile phone.  

Available at a fraction of the cost of 
other GPS products such as Skycaddie, 
Golf Buddy, Golf Logix, etc, all of 
which cost around £300.00 each, 
where this groundbreaking piece of 
s o f t w a r e  d o w n l o a d s  

directly to your 
mobile phone 
for only £49.99.  

C a d d y A i d  
Mobile provide 
you the golfer 
with exactly the 
s a m e  
information as 
t h e  o t h e r  
p r o d u c t s  
mentioned, but 
for only a  
fraction of the 
cost.  

Is now available through 

Designer Golféééé.. 
This revolutionary software can be 

used on all mobile phones equipped 

with GPS and that is pretty well all 

modern mobiles from Nokia, Sony, 

Motorola, LG, Blackberry, Samsung, 

etc, in fact it will 

be hard to find an 

u n s u i t a b l e  

mobile phone. 

But if you do, you 

will get a 100% 

g u a r a n t e e d  

refund with no 

questions asked. 

F o r  t h o s e  

concerned about 

the use of mobile 

phones on the 

golf course, there 

is an opening 

screen that appears when you switch 

on, telling you to turn the sound off.  

For this extremely low price point you 

get unlimited course downloads within 

the UK, from a huge list of courses and 

at the time of going to press we had not 

found any local courses that were not 

included  in the downloads available. 

For all of you who are 

holding out for a GPS 

system tha t  i s  

affordable ask yourself 

a question. Would you 

prefer to pay £300.00 

or £50.00 for a  

product that does  

exactly the same 

thing ? 

But thatôs not all. If 

you change, or are unfortunate enough 

to lose your mobile phone, the software 

simply reloads into your replacement. 

Can you imagine one of the other GPS 

Companies doing that for you ? 



point the USGA put the handcuffs on 

the maximum allowable ñspringò in a 

driver face and any possibility of  

increasing the driver head size to make 

the face  ñspring moreò was eliminated. 

So when we designers make bigger and 

bigger drivers, we also have to make 

the face thicker and thicker to prevent 

them from generating a ball speed that 

would exceed the USGAôs rule  for 

spring-face effect. That reader, cancels 

out any possible advantage of bigger 

heads being better. 

In general the bigger the head  the 

further back the centre of gravity (CG) 

will be. That will bring about an  

increase in launch angle over a smaller 

head with the same loft when using the 

same shaft. So if you do need a higher 

ball flight to improve your carry  

distance, you could simply go with a 

oversized head whose  CG has been 

moved back. The problem is that you 

are taking a risk that when the  

manufacturer says the club has ñ more 

rear-located CGò, that it really HAS a 

ñmore rear located CGò. We know that 

You know, sometimes it appears that 

the major golf companies have a huge 

air pump in their factories that they 

use to make last yearôs  driver even 

larger, in order to announce the ñnew 

and improvedò model is here now. 

Even the USGA became so concerned 

that they finally said: Enough, weôll 

allow you to go to 460cc, but thatôs it. 

Now if you believe that the USGA  

imposes restrictions on equipment to 

stop designers from making the game 

too easy, then you would probably 

conclude that bigger must be better. 

Right ? 

Well no, thatôs not quite true, at least 

not for the reason  you are probably 

thinking. You see, theoretically it is 

possible to design a bigger driver head 

with a bigger face area, that in turn has 

a greater ñspring faceò effect, thus  

increasing the ball speed off the face 

and  giving you more distance. But 

remember the big battle not too long 

ago concerning the amount of 

ñspringò (known as the coefficient of 

restitution) that was allowable.  At that 

on occasions they can be liberal with 

the truth, so  its much more of a sure 

thing to optimize your launch angle for 

your swing speed via the clubôs loft. 

One last point. Can we get out of our 

heads that because your clubhead is 

made of titanium that it will hit the ball 

further.  

At one point or another driver heads 

have been made from nearly everything 

wood, steel, plastic, aluminium,  

graphite, titanium and even ceramic, 

giving the marketing geeks free reign to 

tout almost any non wooden object as 

the ñnext greatestò golf club. If the  

material was harder than wood then it 

had to hit the ball further, right ? Well 

the answer is ñnoò, but that doesnôt 

slow the marketing men down one bit.  

In general titanium is used because it 

possesses the ñright stuffò. More  

specifically it has the right combination 

of lightness, strength and elasticity, so 

that your oversized head will not  

collapse like a cheap tent the first time 

you smash into a golf ball. 
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Our Most Successful Juniorsé.. 

Laura Green  first came to Designer 

Golf at age 15, when she started  

playing as part of a local junior  

coaching scheme. 

She  v e ry  qu i c k l y  wo n  th e  

Nor thamptonsh ire Gir ls Non  

Handicap competition which was held 

at Overstone and following that  

competition Laura was given a  

handicap of 25 which within 6 

months, was down to 16. 

A serious leg injury then kept Laura 

out of golf for some eighteen months, 

during which time her parents moved 

to Gibraltar and this gave Laura the 

chance to play on the top Costa del Sol 

courses. 

 Having joined Alcaidesa GC, she has 

had top three finishes in competitions 

at San Roque, Almanara, Marbella 

Country Club and Finca Cortesin. She 

then won at the Sherry Golf Club in 

Jerez, the home of  the Spanish Ladies 

Qualifying School and regularly wins 

the ñlongest driveò in most  

competitions that she enters. 

Currently Laura is studying for a Sports 

and Sports Coaching degree at Oxford 

Brookes University and is a member of  

the Oxford Southfield GC, where she 

plays off a handicap of 7. 

Laura has been promised full club 

sponsorship when she gets down to 5 

which we donôt think will be too long. 



 

 

 

 

Nippon Shaft of Japan have introduced 

their first ever NS Pro dedicated wedge 

shaft, which is available in three       

different weights, 105, 115 and 125 

grams. 

Since approach and greenside shots  

require superb feel, these shafts are  

designed for maximum control. Thermal 

processing along with the traditional 

Nippon technology preserves the unique 

flex characteristics that are the hallmark 

of the traditional NS Pro shafts. 

New f rom  Nippon  

It was intended that the new Rules 

would be introduced as a ñConditions of 

Competitionò at top professional level 

from 1st January 2010, top amateur and 

other professional events from 1st  

January 2014.      

However one of the key elements to  

determine how the new Rule will effect 

regular golfers, centers around the 

phrase ñconditions of competitionò. 

The first such ñcondition of  

competitionò decision to mandate the 

new Rule was made in the Summer of 

2009 by the US PGA Tour, when it  

announced that all players competing in 

PGA Tour events starting on or after 1st 

January 2010, will have to play with 

clubs which conform to the new Rule. 

At the time of the US PGA Tourôs  

decision it was generally accepted that 

only the Worldôs major professional 

tours, along with the major Open  

Championships would exercise the 

ñconditions of competitionò clause, but 

since that time, numerous other  

tournaments and tours, all the way 

down from mini - tours to local  

competitions have begun to make their 

own ñconditions of competitionò  

decisions requiring competitors to use 

only clubs the comply with the new 

Rule. 

As a result it would be wise to contact 

the officials who run the tournaments 

that you are likely to compete in, to  

determine if you will be required to use 

only clubs the comply with the new 

Rule. 

I know that most of you will now be  

saying ñwell it wonôt effect meò, but it 

would be wise to make sure. 

Then be very careful when buying new 

irons and wedges after 1st January 

2011, that they do comply with the new 

R&A Rules on grooves even if they 

were made prior to that date. 

The new Rule requires that all existing 

models manufactured after 1st January 

2011 must be engraved to show that 

they comply with the new Rule. 

What other effect will it have on you ? 

Well cost for one thing. Production 

cost increases are running at around 

5% for forged heads and up to 15% for 

investment cast stainless heads. With 

forged heads the score lines are  

individually CNC machine engraved 

into the face in any event, so to change 

the shape of the groove it is a simple 

change of cutting tool, although the 

quality control will need to be of a 

much higher standard than previously 

and will then add to the overall cost. 

Investment cast heads will be more 

expensive because of the changes 

needed in the production process to 

meet new requirements. 

Previously with the old grooves,  

foundries have been able to cast the 

score lines into the face during the 

regular investment casting process, 

but because of the very tight tolerances 

now required, it will be necessary to 

cast the head with a blank face and 

then individually machine the grooves 

into the face. 

This is written purely as a guide. For 

full information go to the R&A website.  

By now most of you will have heard 

that there are new R&A/USGA rules 

concerning grooves. 

It is felt by both governing bodies that 

t h e  cu r r e n t  m o d er n  g r o o v e  

configurations allow players to  

generate almost the same amount of 

spin from the rough as they do from 

the fairway, resulting in a reduction in 

the value of accuracy.  

The revised Rules will significantly 

increase the spin differential between 

shots from the fairway and shots from 

the rough. 

The new Rules will augment the  

existing limitations on grooves and will 

effect all clubs (with the exception of 

drivers and putters) with the new  

regulations limiting groove and groove 

edge sharpness. Essentially larger  

volume grooves have the ability to 

channel away more material, such as 

water and grass, similar to the tread on 

car tyres. At the same time sharper 

groove edges facilitate a better contact 

between club and ball, even with the 

presence of debris. 

Both new regulations will apply to golf 

clubs with lofts greater than, or equal 

to 25 degrees (current 5 iron), with 

only the rule limiting grove volume 

applying to clubs with a lesser loft. 

The new Rules will apply to all clubs 

manufactured after 1st January 2010. 

All existing models of irons and 

wedges cur rent ly  o f fe red by  

Companies, will have to change to the 

n e w  s c o r e l i n e  d e s i g n  b y  

1st January 2011. 

Tech Talké Understanding of the new R&A/USGA 

Groove Rules 
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